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ABSTRACT , 

' . The purpose of this paper is to examine some factors 

which may have an effect on occupational choice and perceived 
goal-blockage of high school studehts in 2 selected geographical 
areas. The factors examined are residence, race, education, and 
self-concept. Group I consisted of 264 male and female' black high 
school seniors in Louisiana.' The rural subsample consisted of 157 
students, 67 male and^90 female. Group II consisted of 484 high 
school students in 15 East Texas high schools who were interviewed in 
both their sophomore and senior years. The second sample was designed 
to insure, the inclusion of male, female, black, and white students. 
Major findings were -that lower-class southern rural and urban black 
youth have relatively high-status occupational desires, that 
significant differences existed between . rural and urban females in 
the. high aspiration and expectation categories, that the respondents 
tended ter show ‘agreement in their perception of blocking factors, 
that the proposition that urban youth will experience lower levels of 
perceived goal blockage than rural youth was only partially 
supported, that white youth will experience lower levels of perceived 
blockage than black youth, and that the perception of goal blockage 
will not increase as high school students approach the time .of 
graduation. (PS) ' 
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Occupational Choice and Perceived Goal-Blockage: 

Residential and Racial Comparisons 

Arthur G. Cosby J. Steven Picou 

Introduction 

Kuvlesky (1970) in his presentation of a theoretical perspective for 

y . 

analyzing the "Dynamics of Occupational and Educational;! Status Projections" 
outlines a set of basic • underlying assumptions which he considers that so- 
ciologists either explicitly or implicitly make in t^air studies of status 

i . ■- 

projection phenomena. Quoting Kuvlesky, these are: 

(1) The sociologist’s basic interest in status projections is in 
utilizing these phenomena as a means of understanding vertical 
social mobility. This leads to marked tendency to concentrate 
attention only on the rank element of social positions (statuses). 

Yet, it seems quite clear that people can and probably do orient 

” themselves toward o’theV attributes of social positions (Kuvlesky 

and Bealer, 1966). „ ■ »• 

(2) It is presumed that individuals consciously orient themselves toward 

the future and' cognitively structure their future social involve- 
ments . • 

(3) Given the presumed future orientation, it is further assumed that 
people are predominantly rational in developing logical alignments 
among various status projections, in the modification of these in 
terms of perceived reality factors, and in the relationship that 
exist between status projections and actual attainment. 

. (4) It is generally assumed that status projections represent mediating 
variables — they evolve out of the socialization process and 
provide direction for future status placement by triggering appro- 
priate anticipatory socialization (Lane and Ellis , 1968). 

♦ • • ’ • 

(5) The formation of status projections and their change over time is 

viewed as an evolutionary process consisting of several differentiated' 
stages. , / 

o 

The purpose of this paper is to investigate some lower order propositions 

v , ^ 

which can be and have been derived from the aforementioned set of assumptions, i 
More specifically, the paper will deal at the descriptive level with the per- 
ception of a set of reality factors (Perceived Goal-Blockage) between selected 



2 






- 2 - 



subgroups and over time. 



Some Theoretical Considerate 

Typical theoretical treatments of the choice selection process frame 

their discussion in stages or' phases of choice where the nature and quality of 

✓ * 

choices vary • according to the given stage. Ginzberg (1951) formulates the 
fantasy stage (pre-adolescent), the tentative stage (adolescent), and the 
realistic stage (late adolescent and early adulthood).. Generally such discussions 

view the actor (child) as moving from stage to stage with his occupational 

. . * \ . v 

choices becoming more focused, the range of occupations considered narrows 
and his commitment to a particular occupational goal tends -£o. increase.. 

At various periods in the choice process, different types of choices can 

be delineated. Although there is considerable lack of agreement on appropriate 

-■ : . \ 

terminology, and perhaps "conceptual differences , at least two dimensions of 

choice can be distinguished. First, there are occupational expectations 

• ' • ■ /. 

where the student’s choice of- a particular occupation is one he expects or 

u * . ... 

anticipates entering as his life’s work. (Blau, 1956; Glick, 1962; Kuvlesky 
and Bealer, 1966). In the pre-adolescent years, the child selects those . 

occupations that he perceives as being pleasurable. The choices are thought 

' V • / '• .[■ 

to be generally variable, quite oft'en high in status, and often unrealistic in 

/ 

terms of the actual occupation which the individual will enter when he' becomes 

an adult. Furthermore, the choices at this period can be characterized 'as 

* 

being "goal centered" with little or no^ concern for the means required to 
obtain the given occupation. (Ginzberg, 1951). During the adolescent years, 
the choices become more tentative and the range and type of desired and ex- 
pected occupations are greatly narrowed. The individual now becomes concerned 
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V, . " . 

with the means required to obtain a particular occupational goal. 

As the actor introduces reality factors (in the present discussion con- 
siders the means required to obtain his occupational choice) he perceives 
or brings into his cognitive set obstacles or blocks which he views as 
limiting or obstructing his chances (opportunities) related to attainment of 
his choices.* Furthermore, the perception of blocks should vary according 
to actual disparity of Chances in the social situation. 

During later stages of- development occupational choices tend to become 
more realistic in terms of the individual's chances for actual attainment. 

The final occupational choice that a youth makes is thought to reflect a 
"compromise" between an individual's occupational desires and the reality 

l - ■ i ' y • ■ 7 * 

factors that tend to define his actual chances for occupational attainment.. 

/ , 

(Ginzb.erg, 1951). 

K - m9 

A ' i. . s 

Residence and Perception of ^ Goal Blockage 1 ° 

Lipset (1955) and Lipset and Bendix (1959) haye pointed to the sharply 
differing economic and occupational structures of urban and rural settings 
as an explanatory device for rural - urban patterns of social mob.ility. Hie 

urban occupational structure can be characterized by a larger number of avail- 

,» ' . .. • 

able jobs and as having a greater diversity in types of occupations than the 
rural occupation structure. The * fact ’ that urban students develop their 
occupational cognitive set in the urban locale with its broad occupational 
structure increases his" chances relative to ,the rural youth to experience a , 
wider range of occupational influences and consequently to acquire a wider 
range of both formal and informal occupational knowledge.. Of special interest 

. c 

are the informal influences resulting from association with friends and 
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relatives of urban youth who work in a variety of occupations who are thus 
able to transmit information about both the nature and availability\of a 
wide range of occupations. In addition to the above factors a similar' 

i 

argument v can be set forth with respect to urban residence and the proximity^" 
of such institutions vocational technical schools, labor unions, colleges, 
and universities which more readily represent possible facilitation for the 

I . ’* 

urban youth’s realization of his occupational goals. If we can assume that 
perception of goal blockage varies according to the actual disparity of the 
residential setting, we can formulate the foilwing propositions: 

Proposition I: Urban youth will experience lower levels of perceived goal 

blockage than rural youth . 

This is, in one very real sense, a simple minded assertion that tends to 

* O * 

overgeneraiize the effects of residence. There is some data resulting from 
the southern youth study S-61 that suggests that under certain conditions 
(broken homes) that the rural effect; may be in the opposite direction- 
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. Race and Perception .of Goal Blockage 

It is generally felt that no other segment of the American Youth population 
(with the possible exceptions of Mexican-American and American Indian youth) 
have the special difficulties of occupational attainment as does the black 
youth. The racial disparity in opportunities .and subsequently attainment is 
typically explained in terms of a set of social, demographic, and economic 
factors which have been operating for years (Rose, 1957; Simpson and Yinger, 
1965; and Broom and Glenn, 1965). For example, during the last two decades, 
the unemployment rates for young blacks have generally run-about twice that of 
blabJc contemporaries. Even when employed the black has been traditionally 
excluded from many industries and professions, and in those jobs where blacks 
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are employed, their work more often than not has been limited to unskilled 

-■ 'fi. 

or to those skilled occupations which are considered either inappropriate or 
unattractive to white workers. Furthermore, job competition between blacks 






/ 



and whites has to a very large degree been restricted by a "social definition" 

of some occupations as white work and others as black work. The rather 

i , •" ’ / . 

unfortunate expression "nigger work" referring to menial, di'rty,.unpleasant 

• / 

labor is indicative of the extent of the racial disparity ./Without further 

elaboration on the race-linked disparity in occupatipnal chances, Proposition 
■ , " / 

II is derived. ' /' 

Proposition II: White youth will experience lower levels of perceived 

. •' 
blockage than Black youth . <- 



Changes in Perceived Goal Blockage 

Since earlier stages of occupational development are usually considered 
to be characterized by fantasy or goal centered choices and that the later 
.adolescent stages are thought to be more realistic resulting' from the intro- 
duction of reality (limiting) factors, the proposition that increase awaretiess 



of goal blockage will occur over time can.be formulated. It should be noted 
\ • ■ ° 
that one may further expect an intensification of awareness of blocks at 

\ *. ’’ 4 

points in development such a£ time of high school or college graduation or 
time of school drop out. - 

# • s , \ . * 

Proposition III. The perception of goal blockage will increase as high 

\ 

school students approach^the time of graduation . 

' : \ . 

Data. Set I: Louisiana Data 

Jf 

" x ' > J . ‘ N 

Data Set I was obtained in the\spring of 1968 from group-administered 

interviews with 264 male and female blctck high school seniors in Louisiana. 

/ . \ : 

The rural sub-sample consists of 157 studerits, 67 male and 90 female. The 



